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ALIENIST TO TAKE
WITNESS STAND IN
UNDERWOOD TRIAL

Father and Two Sisters

Support Insanity Plea of

Nurse's Slayer

The trial of Raymond Underwood,
38-year-old confessed slayer of Mrs.
Theresa Cope, nurse who was shot
to death last June 15 in the Arcade
building, neared  conclusion today in
circuit Judge Murphy's court.

The defense was scheduled to pre-
sent five more witnesses today,
including an alienist.  The defense is
based on an insanity plea.  Under-
wood's counsel;  urging the jury to
free him of murder charge, but con-
fine him to a proper institut ion.

Ten defense witnesses testified yes-
terday,  including Underwood's
father, Sherman Underwood of
McCredie, Missouri; his two sisters,
Mrs. Helen Sampson and Mrs. Alma
Hatner, and other relatives.  All re-
counted pecu liarit ies of the
defendant’s conduct, which they said
led them to believe he was insane.

Victim’s daughters testify.

The state rested its case earlier
yesterday after the two young
daughters of Mrs. Cope testified.

Martha Virginia Cope, 14, known as
"Jean," was the first of the daughters
to take the stand.  Dressed in an
aquamarine sports coat and maroon
felt hat with upturned brim and long
green feather, she told how on June
5 Underwood had parked his car
across the street from the Cope
home and remained in it with the
lights turned out.  Her mother, she
said, expressed fear of him because

he had threatened her.

Mrs. Cope never went out with
Underwood, the girl said, and was
engaged to marry someone else.

Fifteen-year-old Mary Cope, some-
what smaller than her younger sister,
was the final state witness.  Dressed
in a brown hat without upturned
brim and a brown sports coat, she
corroborated her sister’s testimony.
Neither of the girls was cross-
examined.

Firing of shot admitted.

After Assistant  Circuit Attorney
Henry W. Simpson rested the state's
case, Charles F. Hamilton, co-
defense counsel, made an opening
statement in which he informed the

jurors the defense would offer no
rebuttal test imony to that of the
prosecution.  "We do not deny that
Robert Underwood fired the shot,"
Hamilton said, "but we will prove he
was so insane that he did not know
that purport to this act."

"We will not ask you let Underwood
walk out of this courtroom, but will
ask you instead to confine him for
the rest of his days in a proper
institution for those who are men-
tally deficient.”

Mary Cope, 15, left, and Martha Virginia Cope, 14, daughters of Mrs.
Theresa Cope, a nurse, who was shot and killed last June by Raymond
Underwood, 38-year-old painter.  The girls test ified as witnesses for the
state at Underwood’s trial yesterday.  (Star-Times Photo)

Witnesses  Against  Slayer


