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St. Louis Globe Democrat

June 18, 1938

Girls Tell of
Slayer’s Threats

Prosecutor to Ask
Murder Charge
Against Underwood

  Martha Virginia Cope, 14, and
Mary Josephine Cope, 15,
daughters of Mrs. Teresa Cope, a
nurse of 3928 Maffit Avenue, who
was shot and killed Wednesday
morning by Raymond Underwood,
a painter, in a physician's office in
the Arcade Building, told a
Coroner's jury yesterday their
mother had told them Underwood
had threatened to kill her.  At the
conclusion of the inquest, the jury
returned a verdict of homicide,
naming Underwood.  Assistant
Circuit Attorney James E.
McLaughlin said he will ask the
grand jury Tuesday to return
indictment of murder in the first-
degree against Underwood.

  Mary Virginia Cope, after
relating how her mother had told
of the threats, declared Under-
wood's visits to her mother’s home
had been infrequent of late.  On
June 5, she said her mother saw
Underwood coming to the house
and turned out a ll the lights.  The
daughter related Underwood came
and looked into the house, walked
away, then returned and sat on the
steps for a time.

 Mary Josephine Cope asserted her
mother told her “He (Underwood)
had threatened her."

  Mrs. Agnes Underwood 2842
Arlington Avenue, a shoe worker,
estranged wife of Underwood, who
in a statement to police,  blamed
Mrs. Cope for his marital

troubles, testified she and Under-
wood had been separated for two
months.  She and Underwood did
not speak at the inquest.  She
glanced at him when she returned
to her seat from testifying, but
Underwood looked straight ahead.

  Earl Epps, a  mail carrier, of
1821A South Eighteenth Street,
related he met Underwood on the
eighth floor of the building and the
man collided with him and nearly
knocking him down.  It was in Dr.
Robert E. Wilson's office on this
floor that Underwood killed Mrs.
Cope.

  After hearing two shots, Epps
said he met Underwood on the
seventh floor and Underwood
yelled “Stop that man.”  Epps said
he told Underwood book I should
stop you as you’re the man who did
the shooting."  

June 21, 1938

Grand Jury to Hear
Slayer’s Case Today

  The grand jury today will hear
witnesses to the case of Raymond
Underwood, 38 year old painter,
shot killed Mrs. Theresa Cope in a
physician’s office in the Arcade
Building last week.

  This slayer’s wife, Mrs. Agnes
Underwood, 2842 Arlington
Avenue yesterday told reporters
whom she asked to come to sister’s
home, that Underwood’s statement
Mrs. Cope had broken up her home
and then spurned Underwood was
untrue.

  Mrs. Underwood said the she was
making the statement because she
won to clear of any inference there
might be against Mrs. Cope
character.  Asked in she knew why

Underwood make make the
statement, she said he probably
resented Mrs. Cope taking her part
in their marital troubles.  

June 22, 1938

Slayer of Nurse
Indicted for Murder

An indictment charging murder in
the first degree was voted by the
grand jury yesterday against
Raymond Underwood, 38-year-old
painter, who shot and killed Mrs.
Theresa Cope, a nurse, on the 9th

floor of the Arcade building a week
ago.

  On the day of the shooting
Underwood drove over to East St.
Louis in a taxi, purchased a
revolver and then drove back to the
Arcade Building.  He was arrested
an hour and a half after the murder
as he sat on a bench at the end of
the Gravois bus line, in the 6300
block of Gravois boulevard.
Underwood said he shot Mrs.
Cope, who lived at 3829 Maffit
Avenue, because she interfered
with his domestic affairs.

Transcribed from the original St.
Louis Globe-Democrat microfilm
holdings of St. Louis Library,
capitalization, grammar and
other factual inconsistencies and
errors in original.


