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Preface
This history and genealogy of the descendants of Darby Shawhan (1673-1736) has been a labor of
love.  My fellow co-authors, Eric Shawn, Ronald T. Shawhan, Mary Godsey and I have put together
a family history that we believe will be the definitive Shawhan history for years to come.  We
hope that our efforts will encourage present and future generations of family researchers to
take up where we left off.  Enjoy!

Robert E. Francis
December 24, 1998
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Introduction
“The History and Genealogy of the Shawhan and Related Families” documents the descendants of Darby Shawhan

(1673-1736) and Sarah Meeks (-1736).  Darby Shawhan’s origins are uncertain; however, circumstancial evidence

points to Irish ancestry.  Very little is known about Sarah.

This project began in June 1997 when three family researchers—Ronald T. Shawhan, Eric Shawn and myself—

decided to combine our efforts to update Shawhan family history.  We set a completion date of December 31, 1998,

and spent a full year collecting data.  Family researchers throughout the country responded generously, adding

greatly to the already vast store of information that had been collected by my colleagues over the years.  In Septem-

ber 1998, we finally began writing.  To say the least, this was an intensive period of writing, editing, and hair-

pulling.

Eric focussed upon the John Shawn (1711-1783) branch as well as the early period of Shawhan history.  Ron worked

on the “Ohio” and “Pennsylvania” Shawhans, as well as helping me with some of the Bourbon and Harrison County,

Kentucky, Shawhan lines.  Ron and I also joined efforts to write an essay of the Shawhan family’s proud history as

whiskey distillers.  Finally, Ron wrote a wonderful presentation of the long history of our family’s service to our

country, in his “A Tribute to Our Military Veterans.” Along the way, we received tremendous help from fellow

family researchers; particularly, Mary Godsey, a descendant of John Shawn (above), who provided invaluable last

minute assistance on her family line.

We completed the project on time and within budget.  The result was a three volume—over 900 page—tome.  It was

by far the most comprehensive history and genealogy of our family to date. While we were rightly proud of our

efforts, I realized that our work suffered from the pressures of the deadline; namely, (1) the relatively haphazard

organization of the material, (2) the almost useless surname index, and (3)  the many errors that creeped into the

work (typos, incorrect data, etc.). Even with these shortcomings,  the work was hailed as an outstanding contribution

to our family history and genealogy.  I wholeheartedly agree with this assessment—not as a bragging point but as a

simple fact.

This consolidated version corrects the above problems without compromising the original material.  I simply shifted

the material into logical categories, removed “title” pages and empty line spaces, and completely revamped the

surname index to provide a straightforward alphabetical listing which matches surnames, first names and page

numbers.  This has resulted in a savings of over 100 pages and reduced the work to two volumes.

Volume I presents the Genealogy and Volume II the History of the family.  The researcher will note that these

volumes are interconnected. Whereas the genealogy section presents the general data of all of the known descen-

dants of Darby and Sarah (Meeks) Shawhan, the history section elaborates upon certain individuals and related

family lines.  The history section also includes some fascinating articles on the family, as well as including a

wonderful “photo album” of many of the family lines.

History of Shawhan Family Research
This study stands on the shoulders of earlier family researchers.  In 1930’s and 1940’s a group of family

historians began corresponding with one another probably in much the same way that my compadres Eric Shawn,
Ron Shawhan, and I have been doing over these past two years.  They compared notes, sent family information back
and forth, and eventually collaborated to write a Shawhan family history.  Below is an example of correspondence
from William G. Hills to Marie Perrin Lemley, dated March 28, 1941:

“Dear Mrs. Lemley:
“It has been a long, long time since we last exchanged data on the House of Shawhan, and I

am wondering if you have uncovered any new data or have arrived at any new conclusions.
I have been plugging away constantly trying to connect up every branch of the family I can

learn of and have quite a sizable manuscript—thanks to my many good friends such as you, Violet
Romer Shawhan, Nell Downing Norton and many others interested in perpetuating the good
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name…”
Yours very truly,
William G. Hill

Three years later their research culminated in the first major Shawhan genealogy titled “Shawhan-Shaughen
Genealogy, 1914-1944” (74 pages).  Following is the cover page of that study:

A Sketch of the SHAWHAN (SHAUGHEN) FAMILY
Being

The Ancestry & Descendants
Of

DANIEL3 SHAWHAN (1738-1791)
Bourbon County, Kentucky Pioneer

“Outline of the first four generations of Kentucky and Ohio Shawhan data compiled by Wm. G.
Hills, 6319 Conn. Ave., Chevy Chase, Md., who has spent 20 years in an effort to tie up the many
branches of the Shawhan family.  So many have contributed to the collection of data it is
impossible to list their names, but sincere appreciation of their help is clearly indicated by Mr.
Hill’s request that he not be given credit for the History of the Shawhan Family when he writes: ‘I
am only one of many who are searching diligently into the old records, letters, and traditions and I
am always glad to correspond and exchange data with others interested.’ (to Marie Perrin Lemley
Dec. 12, 1943).

“Daniel4 Shawhan (1765-1840); his descendants; also some data on Daniel (3); the Bell and
Perrine data; the Joseph (4) Shawhan data; compiled by Marie Perrin Lemley, Genealogist, Los
Angeles, Calif. (833 So. Grand Ave.) compiler of ‘Westward Migrations.’
“John4 Shawhan (son of Daniel) compiled by Violet Romer Shawhan, of 3027 Telegraph Ave.,
Oakland, Calif.  It was Miss V.R. Shawhan who established the Revolutionary Record of Daniel

(3) Shawhan with the Daughters of the American Revolution—data sent to M.P.L.
“Miscel. (sic) Shawhan data and refs; line of Margaret (Shawhan) Reading, and the Downing data
compiled by Nell (Downing) Norton (Mrs. Voris Rariden Norton of New London, Mo.) compiler
of “The Reading Family” published in the Kentuckian-Citizen, Paris, Ky. Issue of Jan. 4, 1944.
“All data arranged and typed by N.D.N.  Feb. 1944”

William G. Hills was the “Grand Old Man” of Shawhan research who, by the time of the above collaborative effort,
had already spent over twenty years researching the Shawhan family.  It is fair to say that his pioneer efforts paved
the way for the present study. Interestingly, Hills himself was not of Shawhan lineage.  His interest in the Shawhans
came from his marriage to Ava O. Shawhan, daughter of Frederick Shawhan and Margaret Holmes.  Ava’s ancestry
was through the line of Darby3 Shawhan (1748-1824) and Priscilla (refer to Volume II of this series).

Violet Romer Shawhan was a descendant of Daniel Shawhan (1738-1791) and Margaret Bell (1742-aft 1810)
through the line of John Shawhan (1771-1845) and Margaret “Peggy” McCune (1775-1856) and further through the
line of Joseph Shawhan (1802-1855) and Mary Magdelene Birch (1818-1909).  While Violet gained international
recognition in her day as a ballet dancer, she may be best remembered for her contributions to Shawhan family
research. Violet is credited with providing documentation to the Daughters of the American Revolution proving that
her ancestor Daniel Shawhan had served in the War of Independence..

Nell Downing Norton was a descendant of Daniel Shawhan (1738-1791) and Margaret Bell (1742-aft 1810) through
the line of John Shawhan (1771-1845) and Margaret “Peggy” McCune (1775-1856) and further through the line of
Margaret Shawhan (1797-1860) and William Reading (1792-1868). In January, 1944, a series of articles on the
genealogy of various early Bourbon County, Kentucky, families appeared in the Kentuckian-Citizen Newspaper,
Paris, Kentucky.  Nell Downing Norton and Marie Perrin Lemley together presented the “Shawhan Family” which
became one of the key genealogies of the Bourbon County Shawhans.

Marie Perrin Lemley was a descendant of Daniel Shawhan (1738-1791) and Margaret Bell (1742-aft 1810) through
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the line of John Shawhan (1771-1845) and Margaret “Peggy” McCune (1775-1856) and further through the line of
Daniel Shawhan III (1765-1841) and Mary McDowell (1770-1848).  Marie teamed up with Nell Downing Norton to
publish the genealogy of the Bourbon County, Kentucky, Shawhans.
Other early genealogies.

“Shawhan Genealogy” (14 pages) by Rozza Archer, 1934.  Rozza, a descendant of Daniel Shawhan III, compiled a
very brief but informative genealogy of this line from information given to her by Marie Perrin Lemley.
“Shawhan, Smith, Chandler, Madsen, 1699-1963” (60+ pages) by Isobel Chandler Madsen.  Isobel was a descendant
of Daniel Shawhan (1738-1791) and Margaret Bell (1742-aft 1810) through the line of John Shawhan (1771-1845)
and Margaret “Peggy” McCune (1775-1856) and further through the line of Nancy Shawhan (1799-1884) and
Nicholas Smith (1779-1834). Isobel, my 1st cousin once removed, borrowed liberally from the “Shawhan-Shaughen
Genealogy” and the Kentuckian-Citizen articles to compile her work.  Her primary contribution to Shawhan family
research came with the family lines of Margaret and Nancy Shawhan.  I owe a great debt of gratitude to Isobel
because her genealogy (consisting of only 250 Shawhan descendants) provided the foundation from which I built the
current Bourbon County, Kentucky, genealogy of over 1900 descendants.

Contemporary Genealogies
“The Shawhans” (26 pages) by Ronald T. Shawhan, April, 1983.  Ron is a descendant of Daniel Shawhan (1709-
1770) and Jennett through the line of Darby Shawhan (1748-1824) and Priscilla (1764-1837). Ron, one of the co-
authors of the current genealogy, presented a narrative-style genealogy of the various descendant branches along
family migratory routes, something before which had not been attempted.  His work captivated my imagination and
really “hooked” me on Shawhan genealogy.

“A Sketch of the SHAWHAN (SHAUGHEN) FAMILY Being The Ancestry & Descendants Of DANIEL3 SHAWHAN
(1738-1791) Bourbon County, Kentucky Pioneer” (99 pages) by Brent Krusor, 1985.  Brent is a descendant of
Daniel Shawhan (1738-1791) and Margaret Bell (1742-aft 1810) through the line of John Shawhan (1771-1845) and
Margaret “Peggy” McCune (1775-1857) and further through the line of their son Daniel “Casher Dan” Shawhan
(1801-1860) and Minerva Redmon (1807-1890). While providing a general genealogy from the first to the third
generations, Brent’s work focussed upon the descendants of John Shawhan (1771-1845) and Margaret “Peggy”
McCune (1775-1857) with a particular emphasis upon the Daniel “Casher Dan” Shawhan and Minerva Redmon
family line.  Brent’s research provided invaluable information on the McCune family.

Other current family research publications.
“Shawhan-Shawn-Shahan Family History Newsletter: Eastern Shore, Maryland Origins” edited by Eric Shawn.
Eric, the third co-author of our three volume work, is a descendant of John Shawhan/Shawn (1711-1783) and
Elizabeth Peach (1718-).  Eric’s excellent quarterly newsletter provides in-depth research of the Shawhans/Shawns/
Shahans.

“Root & Branch:  Family History Newsletter” by yours truly. I am a descendant of Daniel Shawhan (1738-1791)
and Margaret Bell (1742-aft 1810) through the line of John Shawhan (1771-1845) and Margaret “Peggy” McCune
(1775-1856) and further through the line of Nancy Shawhan (1799-1884) and Nicholas Smith (1779-1834).  Root &
Branch focuses primarily upon the Nancy Shawhan branch of the greater Shawhan family.

Shawhan Internet Sources.
I would be remiss if I left out the latest research tool for genealogists, the internet.  This medium has become a key
means for Shawhan researchers to “reach out and touch one another” as well as being an excellent resource for the
exchange of information.

Three web sites are worthy of mention:

• Spencer Shawhan’s “The Genealogy of Bourbon Whiskey and the Shawhans,” found on the internet at http://
www.bayou.com/~sshawhan/index.html  Spencer is a descendant of Daniel Shawhan (1738-1791) and Margaret
Bell (1742-aft 1810) through the line of John Shawhan (1771-1845) and Margaret “Peggy” McCune (1775-
1857) and further through the line of their son Daniel “Casher Dan” Shawhan (1801-1860) and Minerva
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Redmon (1807-1890).  Spencer’s site focuses upon the greater Shawhan family but with some very interesting
articles and graphics having to do with the Shawhan heritage of distilling Bourbon whiskey.

•Ken Lindsay’s “Grandpa’s, Inlaws, & Outlaws” found on the internet at http://www.evansville.net/~kenlind/
index.html  Ken’s site covers some general information about the Shawhan family with particular emphasis
upon the line of Daniel Shawhan III and Mary McDowell.

•Bob Francis’s “Root and Branch” found on the internet at http://www.shawhan.com/  This is my site which
presents both history and genealogy of the Shawhan family, as well as other branches of my family line.  While
providing a comprehensive genealogy of the greater Shawhan family, it focuses particularly upon the Bourbon
and Harrison County, Kentucky Shawhans.

Last but certainly not least is the Shawhan Family mailing list sponsored by the Rootsweb Genealogy Coopera-
tive.  This list, which utilizes that new technology of “e-mail,” is an electronic method of connecting fellow
Shawhan researchers together into a common network.  Herein the researchers swap valuable information about the
Shawhan and related families.  I believe this forum above all others led to the publication of this two volume work.
Through continual communication with my fellow co-authors and Shawhan researchers, we have been able to put
shape and substance to this endeavor.  It is an invaluable tool that has tremendous potential for genealogy research.

Well, that’s about it.  It is my sincerest hope that you enjoy the fruits of our labors to bring this history and
genealogy of the Shawhan and Related Families to this and future generations.  In closing, I take full responsibility
for all typos, misspellings, incorrect data, and whatever else the reader can think of.  I happily and joyfully give
complete permission for any and all parts of this study to be used and copied.  I ask only that, when using the
material for future publication, you duly note the source in order that future generations may know from whence it
came.

Robert E. (Bob) Francis
November, 1999


