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Introduction

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This genealogy identifies the ancestors of Eunice Verna McMahan, along with information on those individuals and their community.  The numbers to the left of each name are "Ahnentafel" numbers, where the father is given a number that is double that of his child and the mother has a number that is one more than the father. These numbers can be used to trace a particular ancestry of interest in the genealogy. 

Source

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1
Eunice Verna MCMAHAN

Eunice was born on 30 January 1893 in Saline County, Missouri, to Robert Freeland and his wife Sarah Elizabeth (Miles) McMahan.  She died on 23 August 1979 in Kansas City, Missouri.  She was buried on 25 August 1979 in Floral Hills Cemetery, Kansas City, Missouri.
  After her death, Eunice’s estate was split between her daughters.  Her daughter Ruth kept the family house at 1102 Newton in Kansas City, Missouri. 

On 20 Feb. 1921, Eunice married Louis Riley Canote at the home of J. P. Rice, Minister of the Gospel, Salisbury, Missouri.  The witnesses were S. M. [Stephen Martin] Ehrhardt and Serena Rice.  The marriage license, issued by the Chariton County, Missouri, Recorder of Deeds, was dated 16 Feb. 1921.
  Serena Rice was probably part of the minister’s family and S. M. Ehrhardt was probably a member of a local German farming family that possibly had relatives in common with Louis.  

Louis was born on 3 May 1885 in Salisbury, Chariton County, Missouri, to Henry Canote and his wife Elizabeth Sanders.  He died on 12 February 1968 in Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri.  He was buried in Floral Hills Cemetery, Kansas City, Missouri.  While living in the Chariton/Randolph County, Missouri area, Louis was a farmer. 
  After moving to Kansas City, Missouri, he worked for many years for the Kansas City Police Department as a police officer.

Eunice and Louis had the following children:
i. Ruth Elizabeth Canote was born on 2 June 1922 in Salisbury, Chariton County, Missouri.
  Ruth never married.  Ruth worked in the accounting office of Trans World Airlines until retirement.  She enjoyed flying to interesting places during her vacations.  She lived with her parents until they died, and continued living in the family home until the late 1990s, when she moved to Griffin, Georgia (her sister, Lois, and brother-in-law, Henry Zebe, moved down there at the same time).  She died in Griffin, Georgia, in 2007. 

ii. Lois Aileen Canote was born on 26 February 1925 in Salisbury, Chariton County, Missouri.
  Lois married Henry Zebe on 12 June 1949 at Linwood Methodist Church, Kansas City, Missouri.
  Lois and Henry had three children, a son and two daughters.  Lois died on 22 March 1999 at her home in Griffin, Georgia.
  
In 1916, Eunice lived in Slater, Missouri, where she worked at H. & H. Laundry ironing overalls.
  In 1918, as a young adult, Eunice again lived in Slater, Missouri, and worked at H. & H. Laundry. 
  To help support her family while living in the Kansas City area, Eunice worked as a seamstress doing piecework at home.  She was a member of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union (ILGWU).  She was also a dressmaker.  Her last professional piece might have been a wedding dress that she did as a favor for a neighbor soon after giving up regular work.
 
Eunice was born in Saline County, Missouri.  At some point during her childhood, her parents moved to the border area between Chariton and Randolph Counties, Missouri.  In 1916, Eunice lived in Slater, Missouri.
  In 1918, as a young adult, Eunice ran off to Slater, Missouri, where she lived with her paternal grandmother and (step-) grandfather.  Her family was having financial troubles, and she felt that having one less mouth to feed would help.  In a 11 March 1918 letter, “Yor Sis” told Eunice that “Papa does not want you to stay down there a little bit for the same reason he never does want us down ther,” a curious and seemingly oblique statement.  She was back home in Clifton Hill, Missouri, by 4 December 1918. 
  After marriage, Eunice and her husband settled in the border area of Chariton and Randolph Counties in Missouri.  During the 1940s, Eunice and her family moved to Jackson County, Missouri.  One of Lois (Canote) Zebe’s uncles told Henry Zebe that the Eunice’s family had been in danger of starving, and that he had pushed Louis and Eunice to give up farming and move to Kansas City.  When she heard Henry repeat this, years later, Lois thought that this was nonsense.
  When Eunice and her family came to the Kansas City area, they originally settled in a neighborhood called “Dogpatch,” which was named after the imaginary locale in which the Al Capp comic strip, “Li'l Abner,” was set.  This impoverished neighborhood was still in an unincorporated part of Jackson County, Missouri, 20 years later.  From “Dogpatch,” they moved into a five-room, two-bedroom, bungalow at 1102 Newton in Kansas City, Missouri.  The house was on a hill overlooking an industrial area bordering the Big Blue River.
 
The following are additional notes relating to Eunice:  

· Eunice stated categorically that her maiden name was pronounced “muh-MAY-han” and not “mack-MAY-han.”

· 1909.  After her older sister, mother, and maternal grandmother all died of the flu within the space of three weeks, Eunice reportedly sat beside the pond on the family’s farm, contemplating throwing herself in.  Happily, she decided not to do so.
  
· Early 1920s.  Buford Bragg Hawkins lived two or three years with Eunice and her family after his father died.  Buford was a son of Louis’s sister, Sarah Hawkins (nee Canote) and her first husband.  His mother was struggling with widowhood and tuberculosis.  Born in 1916, he began school while living with Eunice.

· 1920s or 1930s.   A young African-American boy, whose name is no longer recalled, lived with Eunice and her family for a while. 

· Early 1930s.  Jessie Lucille Warden lived with Eunice and her family for about three years after her mother died.  She was a daughter of Louis’s sister, Sarah Warden (widow Hawkins nee Canote) and her second husband.   Born in 1929, she was about 2 years old at the time she came to stay with Eunice.

· Eunice had three grandchildren, who all called her “Grandma.”  She also had two great-grandchildren.  They called her daughter Lois “Grandma.”   They heard their mother call Eunice “Grandma.”  Having two women called “Grandma” could be confusing, but her great-grandchildren were resourceful:  to her face, they called her “Grandma,” just like their mother.  But in discussion, they referred to Eunice as “Old Grandma.”
� Sources:


Missouri Death Certificate for Eunice V. Canote.  The informant for the Death Certificate was Ruth E. Canote, a daughter of Eunice V. Canote.


An incomplete application for a Delayed Birth Certificate from Missouri for an unspecified child of Robert McMahan, which was signed by Robert McMahan, but appears to have been filled out by a different person.


� Family information and memories of the author.


� Marriage Certificate for Louis R. Canote, Salisbury, MO, and Eunice V. McMahan, Clifton Hill, MO, 20 Feb. 1921.


� Missouri Death Certificate for Louis R. Canote.  The informant for the Death Certificate was Eunice Canote, the wife of Louis R. Canote.


� Memories of the author and family information.  The author was impressed as a small child when Louis flashed his badge and got to ride the Kansas City, Missouri, buses for free.


� McMahan Family Listing (no author, no date) obtained from Ruth Canote, Aug. 1995.  Some information in the family listing was clarified in a telephone conversation between Ruth and the author, 30 Aug. 1996.


� Family information and memories of the author.


� Personal statement of Lois Zebe to the author, 26 Dec. 1995.


� Marriage Certificate for Henry Zebe and Lois Aileen Zebe.


� Personal knowledge of the author (present at the event).


� Letters between Eunice and her family saved by Lois A. Zebe.


� Letters between Eunice and her family saved by Lois A. Zebe.


� Memories of the author.


� Letters between Eunice and her family saved by Lois A. Zebe.


� Letters between Eunice and her family saved by Lois A. Zebe.


� Shared with the author by Henry Zebe.


� Family information and memories of the author.


� Shared with the author by Eunice (McMahan) Canote.


� Recollection of the story by her daughter, Lois A. Zebe, as related to (and remembered by) the author.


� Personal statement of Ruth Canote to the author, 28 Dec. 1996.


� Recollection of family stories as related to (and remembered by) the author.


� Personal statement of Ruth Canote to the author on 28 Dec. 1996.
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