Linda note:  We lack documentation for the surname of Elizabeth, wife of Edward Johnson and mother of Thomas, Elizabeth, Penelope and Rachell. [page 17 The Parish Register of Sait Peter's New Kent, County, Virginia 1680 - 1787 by National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Virginia, Richmond 1904] However, Dr. Lorand Johnson and others give "Walker" as her surname, and either Alexander Walker or George and Anne (Keith) Walker as parents for this Elizabeth.  This is discussed in http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~lksstarr/reports/aplace.txt and other places. Myron "Mike" W. Gwinner has located documentation, in the form of this will, the daughter of George Walker and Anne Keith married [Stephen] Dewey and not Edward Johnson. 

Myron W. Gwinner, Tulsa
August 2004

The Will of George Walker, Son of George and Anne (Keith) Walker

I made this transcription from a Copy of the Will of "George Walker Sr." that I obtained in the Courthouse of Prince Edward Co., Farmville, Va., on 1 June 1994.  The will was recorded there in Book 1, page 159-160.  It is unsigned and undated, I believe because it was a COPY of the original, dated and proved will, transferred there because part of his estate was there.  There is also no date of the recording, but the will before it was recorded 21 June 1773, and the one following was recorded  15 Nov 1773. 

The Wm & Mary Quarterly ( Vol. 18, p. 290) says the will is on recored in Southampton County, which I cannot explain unless the Counties changed between the date the will was written and the date it was recorded. 

This George Walker was the 2nd son and 5th child of George Walker and Anne (Keith) Walker, and the younger brother of Jacob Walker who married Courtenay Tucker.  He was probably born c1698, married in 1732 Jane Curle, and died in 1773.  He is, I believe, the George Walker who had a plantation on Bush River near the Appomattox as early as 1738, and held many County and Vestry offices in Amelia Co from then until 1755.  Prince Edward Co. was created in 1753, and Walker was among the first to take up the new offices in the new county.  He took the oath as Vestryman in the new St. Patrick's parish at the Sept. 1755 court.  Then, at the next meeting of the court on 26 Nov 1755, his position was vacated with the notation "George Walker moved away".  George Walker Jr must have remained behind, for he begins to take positions;  in 1762 he was certified to practice as an attorney, in 1768..oath as a colonel in the Militia, in 1770 as King's Attorney, etc.  It must have been in the fall of 1755 that he moved back to Elizabeth City. 

Jane Curle was one of 4 children of Nicholas Curle, who married in 1708 Jane Wilson.  Nicholas died  15 Aug 1714, so Jane was one of 4 children born c1709-1714.  Nicholas was a Justice in Elizabeth City Co. in 1700, and in 1702 was said to have been both Sheriff and county Clerk.  There are two other possible family ties here . Nicholas' sister Mary's 2nd husband (married 1728) was Anthony Tucker, possibly a relation of Courtenay Tucker, Jane Curle Walker's sister in law.  The other is a statement that Jane's mother, after Nicholas' death, married 3rd Merritt Sweeney which is the surname of George Walker's "grandmother Walker".  If  this George Walker kept any of the family's Quaker ties, and/or the Tuckers were Quakers, this could be "all in the family".  Jane Curle's mother, Jane Wilson-Curle-Rickets-Sweeney died in 1757, leaving a will. 

[Most of the statements in the 3rd paragraph are from the book "History of Prince Edward County, Virginia--From its Earliest Settlements through its Establishment in 1754 To its Bicentennial Year", by Herbert Clarence Bradshaw, published 1954 by Dietz Press, Inc., Richmond. The 4th paragraph references are the "ClarenceCurl.com" website and 9W(1)125-126.

Myron W. Gwinner, Tulsa, email  mwgwinner@gbronline.com ]

In the name of God, Amen.  I George Walker Senior of the County of Elizabeth City, being of perfect health and of a sound and [disposing?] memory do make this my last Will and Testament in manner and form following VIZ:

Imprimis,  I desire my executors to sell as much of my lands in Prince Edward County as will discharge my just debts as soon as possible;

Item, My will and desire is that the remainder of my Estate be kept together and in possession of my Executors during the life of my loving wife, and the Profits to be divided between her and my son and daughter as she shall think proper;

Item, I give to my wife, to be disposed of at her death as she pleases, the following slaves, viz: Dina, Phobee, Oliver, Moody, and Lucy;

Item, I give the rest of my personal estate to be equally divided between my son George Jr. and Daughter Jane Cropper, after the decease of their mother;

Item, I give the right of my lands in Halifax County to be divided between my son and daughter with liberty of selling the same and dividing the money

Item, I give to my son George the lot of land in Pochahontas Town at the Falls of Appomattox with a landing place on the River of Appomattox, to him and his heirs forever;

Item, I give my part of the slaves formerly belonging to my sister Dewey and ordered by my Father's will, on her dieing without children, to be divided among his surviving children, if recovered, to be divided between my son and daughter;

Item, my will and desire is if either of my children should die without children or Will, then they shall be given according to their mother's Will and not to the Heirs at Large;

Lastly, I constitute my Loving Wife and Son Executors of this my last Will and Testament, revoking dissannulling all former wills, in witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this ________ day of _____________, ________.

Signed, Sealed, & Delivered}                                                         His
in Presence of __________}                          George Walker Sr.  Seal


